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Subpart D—Mandatory Declas-
sification of National Security
Information

AUTHORITY: Secs. 4(i), 303(r), Communica-
tions Act of 1934, as amended (47 U.S.C. 154(i)
and 303(r)).

SOURCE: 47 FR 53377, Nov. 26, 1982, unless
otherwise noted.

§0.501 General.

Executive Order 12356 requires that
information relating to national secu-
rity be protected against unauthorized
disclosure as long as required by na-
tional security considerations. The
Order also provides that all informa-
tion classified under Executive Order
12356 or predecessor orders be subject
to a review for declassification upon
receipt of a request made by a United
States citizen or permanent resident
alien, a Federal agency, or a state or
local government.

§0.502

This subpart prescribes the proce-
dures to be followed in submitting re-
quests, processing such requests, ap-
peals taken from denials of declas-
sification requests and fees and
charges.

Purpose.

§0.503 Submission of requests for
mandatory declassification review.

(a) Requests for mandatory review of
national security information shall be
in writing, addressed to the Managing
Director, and reasonably describe the
information sought with sufficient par-
ticularity to enable Commission per-
sonnel to identify the documents con-
taining that information and be rea-
sonable in scope.

(b) When the request is for informa-
tion originally classified by the Com-
mission, the Managing Director shall
assign the request to the appropriate
bureau or office for action.

(c) Requests related to information,
either derivatively classified by the
Commission or originally classified by
another agency, shall be forwarded, to-
gether with a copy of the record, to the
originating agency. The transmittal
may contain a recommendation for ac-
tion.
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§0.504 Processing requests for declas-
sification.

(a) Responses to mandatory declas-
sification review requests shall be gov-
erned by the amount of search and re-
view time required to process the re-
quest. A final determination shall be
made within one year from the date of
receipt of the request, except in un-
usual circumstances.

(b) Upon a determination by the bu-
reau or office that the requested mate-
rial originally classified by the Com-
mission no longer warrants protection,
it shall be declassified and made avail-
able to the requester, unless with-
holding is otherwise authorized under
law.

(c) If the information may not be de-
classified or released in whole or in
part, the requester shall be notified as
to the reasons for the denial, given no-
tice of the right to appeal the denial to
the Classification Review Committee,
and given notice that such an appeal
must be filed within 60 days of the date
of denial in order to be considered.

(d) The Commission’s Classification
Review Committee, consisting of the
Managing Director (Chairman), the
General Counsel or his designee, and
the Chief, Internal Review and Secu-
rity Division, shall have authority to
act, within 30 days, upon all appeals re-
garding denials of requests for manda-
tory declassification of Commission-
originated classifications. The Com-
mittee shall be authorized to overrule
previous determinations in whole or in
part when, in its judgment, continued
classification is no longer required. If
the Committee determines that contin-
ued classification is required under the
criteria of the Order, the requester
shall be promptly notified and advised
that an application for review may be
filed with the Commission pursuant to
47 CFR 1.115.

§0.505

(a) The Commission has designated a
contractor to make copies of Commis-
sion records and offer them for sale
(See §0.465).

(b) An hourly fee is charged for re-
covery of the direct costs of searching
for requested documents (See §0.466).

Fees and charges.



Federal Communications Commission

§0.506 FOIA and Privacy Act requests.

Requests for declassification that are
submitted under the provisions of the
Freedom of Information Act, as amend-
ed, (See §0.461), of the Privacy Act of
1974, (See §0.554) shall be processed in
accordance with the provisions of those
Acts.

Subpart E—Privacy Act
Regulations

AUTHORITY: Secs. 4, 303, 49 Stat. as amend-
ed, 1066, 1082 (47 U.S.C. 154, 303).

SOURCE: 40 FR 44512, Sept. 26, 1975, unless
otherwise noted.

§0.551 Purpose and scope; definitions.

(a) The purpose of this subpart is to
implement the Privacy Act of 1974, 5
U.S.C. 552(a), and to protect the rights
of the individual in the accuracy and
privacy of information concerning him
which is contained in Commission re-
cords. The regulations contained here-
in cover any group of records under the
Commission’s control from which in-
formation about individuals is retriev-
able by the name of an individual or by
some other personal identifier.

(b) In this subpart:

(1) Individual means a citizen of the
United States or an alien lawfully ad-
mitted for permanent residence;

(2) Record means any item, collection
or grouping of information about an in-
dividual that is maintained by the
Commission, including but not limited
to, such individual’s education, finan-
cial transactions, medical history, and
criminal or employment history, and
that contains such individual’s name,
or the identifying number, symbol, or
other identifying particular assigned to
the individual, such as a finger or voice
print or a photograph.

(3) System of Records means a group of
records under the control of the Com-
mission from which information is re-
trievable by the name of the individual
or by some identifying number, sym-
bol, or other identifying particular as-
signed to the individual;

(4) Routine Use means, with respect to
the disclosure of a record, the use of
such record for a purpose which is com-
patible with the purpose for which it
was collected;
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§0.553

(5) System Manager means the Com-
mission official responsible for the
storage, maintenance, safekeeping, and
disposal of a system of records.

(Secs. 4(i) and 303(n), Communications Act of
1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. 154(i) and 303(n);
47 CFR 0.231(d))

[40 FR 44512, Sept. 26, 1975, as amended at 49
FR 13368, Apr. 4, 1984]

§0.552 Notice identifying Commission
systems of records.

The Commission publishes in the
FEDERAL REGISTER upon establishment
or revision a notice of the existence
and character of the system of records,
including for each system of records:

(a) The name and location of the sys-
tem;

(b) The categories of individuals on
whom records are maintained in the
system;

(c) The categories of records main-
tained in the system;

(d) Each routine use of the records
contained in the system, including the
categories of users and the purposes of
such use;

(e) The policies and practices of the
agency regarding storage, retrievabil-
ity, access controls, retention, and dis-
posal of the records;

(f) The title and business address of
the system manager;

(g) The address of the agency office
to which inquiries should be addressed
and the addresses of locations at which
the individual may inquire whether a
system contains records pertaining to
himself;

(h) The agency procedures whereby
an individual can be notified how ac-
cess can be gained to any record per-
taining to that individual contained in
a system of records, and the procedure
for correcting or contesting its con-
tents; and

(i) The categories
records in the system.

of sources of

(Secs. 4(i) and 303(n), Communications Act of
1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. 154(i) and 303(n);
47 CFR 0.231(d))

[40 FR 44512, Sept. 26, 1975, as amended at 49
FR 13368, Apr. 4, 1984]
§0.553

Before establishing a new routine use
of a system of records, the Commission

New uses of information.
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